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Precautions Create Sense of Safety Students & Teachers Share Perspectives
By Mariana Hernandez
It has officially been more than a month since students 
returned for in-person hybrid learning on April 27th. 
The majority of students enrolled in our Woodrow 
Wilson High School decided to stay home for hybrid 
learning, while a small percentage of students decided 
that going in person was the best option for them. 
During this global pandemic, many students have to 
focus on one day at a time, trying their best not to 
become overwhelmed with the polarization of 
COVID-19 on the news, and the lack of liberty to return 
to their normal lives. That changed for in-person 
students; they have broken out of their consistent daily 
routines and have left the comfort of home. 
[CONTINUES, A7]

By Christina Garcia
As of April 27th, some of our Wilson students have 
chosen to transition to hybrid learning after over a 
year in quarantine for various reasons, such as to get 
back on track with grades, for the “high school 
experience,” for socializing after so long, and more. 
Hybrid learning this year consists of physically 
attending only homeroom classes in order to keep our 
students and staff healthy, while still participating in 
normal classes on Zoom. While it has been a topic 
with multiple opinions, our school has been doing 
what it could to bring our education back to its 
previous state. It has been a transition for all of us, 
and how long it takes to adjust varies person by 
person. [CONTINUES, A8]

Pictured: Wilson Senior Angelica M. uses her Daily Pass and receives a temperature check on her way into school.
Photo by Mariana Hernandez

Wilson High School’s main entrance
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Messages from
the Leadership Team:

Hello Mighty Mules!!! I wanted to say thank you for 
being part of this journey. Thanks to all our readers 
and supporters. We are grateful for having a unique 
opportunity to inform our Wilson community. This 
will be our last issue for this school year. Hope you 
enjoy reading our articles. Most importantly, thanks 
to the Journalism class for dedicating their time. This 
is not a goodbye, but a see you later :) 
-Mariana Hernandez, Co-Editor-in-Chief

For our final newspaper of this school year, I'd like to 
thank all of our Hitching Post staff for doing such an 
amazing job. It's sad that this will be the end for this 
academic year, but it's truly been a journey I'm proud 
to be on with all of you. This newspaper brings 
attention to the topics we care about most as students. 
Thank you for bringing us this opportunity Mr. Halle.
-Christina Garcia, Co-Editor-in-Chief
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Letter From The Producer
Thank you for opening our final Hitching 

Post for the 2020/21 school year! I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the Journalism students 
for their hard work and dedication during this 
incredibly trying year. Also, a special 
congratulations and farewell to our graduating 
seniors- best of luck in all your future endeavors!

In this issue, we are proud to bring you a 
bounty of student editorials. Please note that any 
opinions expressed within this paper solely belong 
to the individual author and do not reflect the views 
of The Hitching Post, Wilson HS, LAUSD, nor any 
affiliated employees or institutions. All editorials 
outside of Section E are labeled as such at the top of 
the page. As always, please direct all questions or 
concerns to David.Halle@LAUSD.net. Have a 
great summer! -Mr. Halle, Journalism Teacher



June 11, 2021 The Wilson High School Hitching Post A3

IS THE END IN SIGHT?
As Restrictions Ease, Hopes Rise For an End to the Pandemic

By Edwin Molina
As we seem to finally see a light out of the tunnel, COVID vaccines are being handed out left, right, and 
center. Moderna and Pfizer vaccines are being injected into people and each person is expected to get two 
doses of one or the other with a 2-3 week gap between shots. The second dose gives the most side effects with 
tiredness, dizziness, and at times body aches or soreness. The CDC stated, “The U.S. is reporting an average of 
1.2 million vaccinations per day over the past week.”

As we continue to get people vaccinated, we finally get to have some pressure off from our shoulders 
and can somewhat try to enjoy life more. There is even more good news, as “now that over 35% of Americans 
are fully vaccinated against COVID-19, public health officials say it’s time to start looking toward the next 
phase of the coronavirus pandemic—and rethinking when face masks are needed” (Prevention.com). Now, if 
that isn’t something to be happy and jumping in the air for, I don’t know what is. Finally, being able to walk 
out of the house without a mask and having to deal with it.

With mask restrictions being lifted, that will allow the opportunity for people to travel more. As many 
people are now vaccinated, it allows for traveling out of the country. You would still need your mandatory 
COVID-19 testing to leave and enter the country. According to Reuters, “Airline and administration officials 
say no change is expected in the near term but add it is possible the restrictions could be removed as early as 
July 4th or thereabouts, but they caution no decisions have been made. On Friday, France said vaccinated 
Americans starting on June 9th will be able to travel to the country. United said it would resume Paris flights 
from Washington in July and Delta said it was adding flights to France as well.”

So, it is not all fixed, but it was never expected to be done quickly. What does matter is that the 
restrictions are being lifted logically and safely. Hopefully, soon we will see people being able travel to all 
countries once again. It seems like this movie is finally coming to a happy end, but this pandemic has been a 
lesson for many of us and for future generations to come. As a whole, we were not acting smart since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak. We need to be more prepared and be a lot smarter for future events, but 
let’s hope they are not to come.
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CYBERATTACK ON U.S. OIL PIPELINE

By Brandon Ledesma
HOUSTON, TX - On May 7th, 2021, the Colonial Pipeline closed operations when a ransomware infection in the 
computer system was found. It was the largest cyberattack in the history of the U.S. oil industry. The shutdown 
affected the supply of gas on the East Coast, to which the pipeline supplies with 2.5 million barrels a day- 45% 
of the East Coast’s Diesel, Gas, and Jet Fuel. The average gas prices went up in just a few days to over $3.50, 
about 60% higher than last year’s prices for the whole country. This created a disaster as people panicked and 
started stocking up on gas in bulk, which led to even a larger drought. This even happened in states that were not 
dependent on the pipeline; they were also short on gas due to people buying gas in bulk. Even though the 
Colonial Pipeline paid the $5 million ransom and got working again after about a week, people are still 
panicking and hoarding gas because they are afraid the country might run out soon. This is very similar to what 
happened in the 1970s, when there was also a gas shortage and very high prices.

This past Memorial Day weekend, 34 million drivers hit the road and prices were really high, the highest 
prices in the last 7 years! Tom Kloza, global head of energy analysis for the Oil Price Information Service, said, 
“I think we have to worry about prices, supply and crowd behavior.” As lots of Americans start to travel this 
summer, they most likely will stock up on gas and that only means more demand for gas. Here in California, gas 
prices are around $3.75 per gallon or higher. States like Louisiana and Mississippi are about $2 per gallon, which 
is very low compared to California prices.

People with electric cars have escaped the gas shortage. This has boosted companies like Ford and 
Chevrolet to make fully electric cars like for example how Tesla has done.

In conclusion, gas shortages in some parts of the country have affected a lot of Americans and could 
affect summer trips due to gas prices being so high.

Photo: Skkynet.com

Graphic: CBC.caPhoto: Fox5DC.com

Gas Crisis Feared as Prices Soar
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EMERGENCY ZONE: CRISIS IN VENICE!
Homeless Encampment Engulfs Boardwalk, Crime Rates Surge

By Esmeralda Dimas-Perez
VENICE, CA - As we know, Venice Beach is one of the most popular destinations in Los Angeles for visitors and 
locals, as well. Just now, it may be getting recognition for the wrong reasons. A significant number of the 
inhabitants of Venice express that during the pandemic, the homeless population has significantly grown in size. 
The pandemic left millions of people jobless and left the city with an even more concerning issue.

The last count in January 2020 by the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority found more than 41,000 
unhoused individuals citywide. Experts are still anticipating an ascent in numbers for the present circumstance, and 
the potential for even greater increases moving into the time of 2023. Data has proven that the numbers were 
increasing even before the pandemic. As in the year of 2020, data showed a 57% increase in the amount of 
homeless people in Venice. This increase was far greater compared to the city as a whole, which was 16.1%.

The expanding number of tents on the Venice boardwalk area has carried a call to the city's officials to clear 
up the area for residents and tourists. They also want to provide help and shelter for the people seeking services on 
the beach.

Many Venice residents signed an open letter this month requesting that local leaders take immediate action. 
The residents have counted about 200 tents along the boardwalk! The letter also connected the encampment with 
an increase in crimes. “Local children are refusing to come to the beach because they’re frightened by what 
they’ve witnessed. Seniors who live on or near the boardwalk are terrified of walking in their own neighborhoods,” 
said a section in the letter.

The area has experienced a spike in crimes, compared to last year, and the homeless population has indeed 
contributed to many of these incidents, such as shootings, fights, fires and drug use. As of May 1st in Venice, 
robberies were up 177%, assaults with deadly weapons were up 116%, burglaries were up by 85%, and thefts from 
vehicles were up 60%. “It’s just a constant, constant emergency zone,” stated a resident.

Photo: VeniceUpdate.com

Many of the residents blame Mike Bonin for this 
crisis. Bonin is currently the Los Angeles City 
Councilman for the 11th District, which includes 
Venice. Many believe Bonin lacks leadership skills, but 
it is not as easy as people believe it is. As of now, cities 
can’t prosecute people for dozing on public property. 
They are just able to shelter them, thanks to a December 
2019 Supreme Court ruling.

In Venice Beach, the boardwalk homeless camp 
has grown to become one of the symbols of LA's failure 
to effectively deal with homelessness. Bonin stated that 
the present scenario is, “absolutely unacceptable.”

Photo: SMDP.com
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WHAT HAPPENED TO CODY JOHNSON?
A Close Look at the Dramatic 2013 Murder Investigation in Glacier National Park

By Eileen Solorzano
Cody Johnson's mother moved the family to Kalispell, 
Montana in 2002, where they spent a lot of time at 
Glacier National Park or simply being outside in general. 
Cody was a warm, sincere person who was always 
honest with others and had a passion for cars. He would 
discuss them with anyone, even if they were 
uninterested. He had it all: a best buddy, a job he 
enjoyed. One day, he remarked that he wanted to settle 
down and create a family, and that he was looking for a 
“lovely church girl.”

On Halloween in 2011, he met Jordan Graham, 
his fantasy “church girl.” Jordan was born in August 
1991, and she was described as being quite different from Cody. She had a reputation for being quiet and more 
introverted than he was. She was very closed-off and wouldn't open up to anyone until she got to know you more, 
but Cody could see her goofy side. They did have one thing in common: they both enjoyed being outside. Jordan 
was raised in a pretty conservative environment; it was extremely religious, her family was Christian, and they had 
a lot of expectations for her and how she should live her life.

They met for the first time on Halloween in 2011, and they hit it off immediately. Jordan didn't want to get 
into anything serious too quickly, while Cody was looking for anything serious. Jordan wanted someone who was 
highly involved in the church, so Cody started doing that specifically for her. They started dating, but it was more 
of a friendship. He was so taken with her and their relationship that he even told his mother that he wanted to 
marry her when they first started dating in November of 2011. One thing their friends and family saw was that he 
was more invested in the relationship than she was. They got engaged later in December 2012, and folks were 
surprised Jordan said “yes,” because they weren't particularly affectionate in public. They scheduled their wedding 
for June of 2013, and they wanted it to be special, so they composed their own song for their first dance.

Jordan was acting unusual on their wedding day, but everyone assumed it was simply cold feet. They went 
on their honeymoon the next day and spent the rest of the week settling into their new home. They went to church 
on Sunday, then to the lake, where they spent time at the Dairy Queen with some friends at 5:30pm and returned 
home at 8:30pm. Cody had work the next day, but never showed up. Cody's supervisor, Cameron, is also his best 
friend, and he found it odd that he didn't show up when he usually does. Cameron arrived at his house to find no 
one there, so he broke in to investigate if anything had happened. He discovered Cody's phone in the garage, told 
their buddies what had happened, and filed a police report. Since they had recently married, the officer 
investigating the case thought it odd that Cameron had filed the report and not Jordan.

Jordan texted a buddy that she saw Cody in the garage and didn't know who he was with. It was evidently 
some out-of-town pals, and Cody texted her that he was heading out with buddies. Jordan was interviewed the next 
day and said the same thing she told her pals the day before. On July 10th 2013, Jordan received an email from 
someone named Tony indicating that it was pointless to hunt for Cody because he was already gone and that the 
missing person's report should be removed. Tony also mentioned that Cody died after falling while trekking in 
Glacier National Park. Jordan was apprehensive to show the cops the email and read it without emotion. She added 
that he had a friend named Tony, but that Tony hadn't spoken to Cody in a long time and had no idea what was 
going on. Rather than putting an end to the matter, this email pushed officials to investigate it further.

They began looking for Cody at Glacier National Park, but because the park is so large, he could be 
anywhere. Hannah and Jordan were looking about, but Hannah claimed that Jordan was acting strangely, as if 
Cody's absence was unimportant to her. The hunt continued the next day, July 11th, with Jordan leading everyone 
30 miles into the park to a place she claimed was a very special area for them both. Hikers…  [CONTINUES, A9]

Pictured: Newlyweds Jordan Graham (left) and Cody Johnson (right)
Photo: News.Sky.com
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Safety Protocols Help Students & Staff Feel Secure On Campus
[From “Precautions,” A1] After the return to school was announced, LAUSD superintendent Austin Beutner 
expressed his steps to correcting mistakes and making a safer process for returning to school. The superintendent 
expressed the importance of high schoolers getting back to school with the best decision being: staying in your 
advisory period to prevent any contact or exposure to COVID-19. Debating whether or not to return to school was 
up to the student and their parents, since with the hybrid model students could attend the same classes either way. 
There will always be benefits and disadvantages when making big decisions, but so far the students physically 
attending school have demonstrated an improvement in their focus related to learning. In-school learning has 
provided students with the opportunity to engage with their Advisory teacher and form a connection with a person 
face to face (in a social distancing manner). The schedule allows for students to focus in their classes and have less 
distractions. Students are well-supervised and receive full focus from their Advisory teacher for any assistance. 
Part of being in the classroom allows students a clear workspace, a free-of-distractions environment, and more 
encouragement now that they are in school.

Now that schools have officially reopened, the Los Angeles Unified School District’s (LAUSD) steps to 
keeping a safe environment, the “Safe Steps to Safe Schools,” and the “Daily Pass,” have allowed schools to keep 
track of their students’ health and to prevent possible exposures. Each classroom is provided with sanitizing 
products such as hand sanitizer, disposable masks, disinfecting wipes, tissues, and water bottles. Each in-person 
student received a kit that consisted of: headphones with a microphone, a composition notebook, two #2 pencils, 
and two pens. Classrooms are cleaned daily and there is constant sanitation of restrooms as well as hallways, 
which are all provided with hand sanitizer stations. The school is consistent in maintaining air conditioning as well 
as regular food services, after-school pick-up snacks, and hot in-school lunch. After-school activities like sports 
are now able to be played on campus and students may have a maximum of two guests, admitted only with 
reservations.

Ms. Uribe, an Advisory, English, and Humanities teacher, expressed her thoughts on the return to school, 
saying “it gives students’ structure and allows for an interaction with a teacher... you get to share the same space 
with a teacher. Any concerns or questions are answered because there are less students physically.” Ms. Uribe has 
been able to give her in-person students more attention and help with guidance related to keeping a balance with 
this current pandemic, their scholar life, and personal issues. She expressed her concerns that, “it’s not too late, 
you need a diploma, do whatever it takes... there were and are some circumstances no one can control… many 
students had to take on new responsibilities... It was a difficult time and teachers needed to be understanding as 
well as staff… students are behind we need to prepare for future education and find new strategies to fill that gap.”
        Angelica, a soon to be Woodrow Wilson High School graduate, expressed her happiness about returning to 
school for her last year. She had to reset her life and change her old habits when she had at-home virtual classes. 
She was only concerned about her extracurriculars, but that all changed when the opportunity of returning to 
school was given to her. She stated, “it’s better coming back to school. You see more teacher interactions with 
students… I hope we will have a good graduation and enjoy our last days at school.” Some encouraging advice she 
gives her fellow classmates and underclassmen is, “be consistent with your school work… Just do you!! And use 
attitude and effort whenever you do work... you will do great in life and in your future…”

Returning to school has enabled a new opportunity for students that needed some sense of normality and 
personal connection. Seeing other people on campus has made students come out of their comfort zone and feel 
more comfortable about stepping outside their home. 
No matter if you are at home or in-person, don’t give up. 
You can do it!!! The Journalism team believes in you.

Photo by Mariana Hernandez
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[FROM “Perspectives,” A1] We all went into quarantine 
sometime in March of last year and have had struggles on 
both sides, from students completing work and having 
good attendance, to teachers having to adjust their lessons. 
For instance, Ms. Marquez, the lead English teacher here 
at Wilson, explained, “...I'm a person who loves to move 
around the classroom, interact with my students, have 
discussions, and with Zoom it’s difficult because 99.99% 
of the time I don't see faces, and I might get a chat here 
and there, but even coming back into the classroom... not 
having them in front of me is very difficult. I had to really 
adjust a lot of my lessons.”

From the students’ perspective, one of our Wilson 
seniors, Esmeralda Dimas-Perez, stated that, “...I've found 
myself being more productive in school than at home... 
when I stayed at home, I was laying in bed all day 
...would not get started on my homework till nine at night 
and then probably only get it done for two hours, then go 
to sleep… So I was even doing classwork and that was 
even surprising for me, I was taking notes... it was more 
productive than being at home for me.” Although it may 
not be the same for everyone since we all have different 
situations, another point of view from one of our Juniors, 
Naomi Gonzalez-Gomez, who has stuck to online school, 
has been that, “I would stay up late trying to finish work 
on time while trying to manage the other aspects of my 
life… school has really affected me.”

 

Photo by Mariana Hernandez

The transition of coming back to school has definitely been a struggle for some and quick for others. The 
amount of things to get used to again; new things, as well as the worries that come with being back at school, 
could have many effects on someone. It has been noticeable that the students in hybrid learning are starting to get 
back on track with grades, and that the teachers seem to be in a better mood for classes. In fact, one of our Wilson 
science teachers, Ms. Wang, said that, “I noticed my homeroom students are starting to turn in work for their 
classes, and at least they're trying. One of my students even said after the first day coming back that it was their 
first time turning in work for the whole year.” Even though some students have not had the environment or 
motivation to complete their work, it is better than never starting, especially while we’re on our way to the end of 
the school year. Our Wilson Senior Esmerelda Dimas-Perez recommended that, “If you're struggling at home and 
you're not really getting your work done, I do recommend going back on campus... it really helps a lot, even the 
one day I was there, I really did get work done, I was surprised.” Although there are risks and it may not be for 
everyone's benefit, if you feel that going back to school will be a better place to complete work than you should 
certainly consider it.

Some of the biggest risks that come along with going back to school are that we could come in contact with 
someone who has COVID and that could lead to spreading it with our family and friends. For example, Ms. 
Marquez conveyed that, “I have a one-year-old and even though I'm fully vaccinated, it was the fear of coming in 
contact with someone who came in contact with someone, then possibly ...bringing that home... that is a worry.” 
Especially for those who have a high risk of illness, COVID can be severe and even deadly. This is why keeping 
our distance and wearing masks is so important. The school has really been resourceful and the process of coming 
back to school, and also coming back for sports, has shown to be efficient. They have… [CONTINUES, A9]

Students Weigh Decision to Return to Campus or Stay Remote
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In-Person Students Report Rise in Productivity & Mood
[FROM “Decision,” A8] ...even been doing at-school COVID 
tests to ease the struggle of going every week to get a COVID test 
on one’s own time. 

Nonetheless, Wilson being open again has been a relief and 
the highlights have been rewarding. Esmeralda Dimas-Perez stated 
that the for her, “the best part of being back was... that sense of 
familiarity I already had with campus…  it  was  unrealistic,  
because  I  didn't  think  we were going back to school this year. I 
really thought I was just going to graduate and not step foot on 
campus again.”  It  also  has  been good for teachers in many ways. 
Ms. Marquez expressed how, “to see people- I was so happy. To 
see my coworkers, you’re on zoom and we have our meetings, but 
it’s not the same, so I was very happy to see coworkers... happy to 
see students.” Our community is starting to get back on its feet, 
coming back to what we missed for so long.

Photo by Mariana Hernandez

Students Using the Side Entrance

What we can expect for the future is still unknown. People have mixed opinions on whether it is safe, but what 
Ms. Wang believes is, “that all depends on if we are able to maintain the safety regulations. Then it is worth it, 
meaning that students are able to abide by the rules. If everyone wears their masks properly and social distances as 
well as sanitizes ...we could really see a change in the number of cases.” However, that is not always the case and 
obviously some people don’t follow the directions. However, what Esmerelda Dimas-Perez has noticed while being at 
school is that, “it is safe because... if everybody is doing their part... really incorporating... the rules of social 
distancing... it will be safe.” We could only hope for the best to happen and do what we can to decrease the spread of 
cases by being safe and staying healthy.

[FROM “Johnson,” A6] ...are not meant to go on that particularly risky trail, yet they do. Jordan led the way while 
the search team followed. She climbed to the cliff's edge, threw a rock, and stared down, saying, "I think he's down 
there." Everyone was taken aback when they discovered a shoe and an FBI agent went down to confirm that there 
was a body down there. When police interrogated Cody's friends and relatives, they discovered that he was scared of 
heights. Jordan's matron of honor at their wedding, Kimberley, went to the police station to tell them that Jordan 
didn't want to get married because she was afraid of having intercourse with Cody or feeling coerced into it.

Jordan apparently told him she wasn't pleased and didn't want to be married the last time anyone saw him, 
and he didn't take it well. Jordan returned to her mother's house, where she began to relate various versions about 
what had occurred that night. Jordan's story didn't hold up, and detectives were baffled as to how she knew where 
Cody was. The IP address for the email Jordan received was traced back to Jordan's stepfather's home, where the 
police interviewed everyone and they all said they did not write the letter. The police obtained Jordan and Cody's 
phone records, which revealed that they were both in Glacier National Park around the time Cody died.

Not only that, but the park photographs every automobile that enters, including them as they entered the park 
after their wedding. Jordan was summoned to the police station once more with this new proof, and she began by 
claiming that he could have gone with friends, but they interrupted her and showed her the photo of them entering 
the park together. Jordan broke down and told them exactly what happened: she had told Cody she wasn't happy, and 
he became upset. They decided to go hiking, and as they were walking along the trail by the rocks, they began 
fighting again. Jordan said she wasn't going to let this happen again, so she pushed back, he fell, and she left.

Jordan went to Cody's burial on July 22nd, but she was on her phone the entire time and didn't drop a single 
tear. Jordan was finally apprehended and charged with second-degree murder on September 9th, 2013. They needed 
to show that it was a premeditated murder, so Jordan agreed to plead guilty to an accident and accept a sentence of 
30 years in prison with no parole.

Gripping Murder Mystery At Glacier National Park
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Arts & Entertainment

TikTok: The Cultural Giant of This Generation
How a Social App Quickly Became a Staple in Gen Z Culture

By Richard Lamont
TikTok is perhaps one of the greatest applications to grace the last decade. It 
was born as three different apps that merged together; Douyin, Musical.ly, 
and “old TikTok.” After the merge, TikTok quickly gained mass popularity in 
only a few years. The impact that it had on younger people is self-evident, 
soon becoming a social media superpower and an important part of 
Generation Z Culture.

Part of the attraction TikTok has with Generation Z is its relatively 
recent emergence. Similar to how millennials flocked to older social media 
apps that were prominent at their time, such as Instagram and Twitter, 
“Zoomers,” a term used to describe Generation Z, quickly flocked to TikTok. 
The app also offers a new way of interacting with others, particularly by 
creating and uploading short videos that users can watch and comment on.
This seems rather fitting for a hyper-connected generation such as Generation 
Z. As the attention span of humans decreases as social media expands, it 
makes sense that Generation Z would be attracted to a social platform that 
allows you to watch shorter, more impactful videos. TikTok also has an 
extremely powerful algorithm found on the “For You Page,” in which a user is 
able to quickly binge watch a variety of videos in one sitting. Therefore, users 
can find themselves indulging in a plethora of content for hours.
[CONTINUES, B3]

Olivia Rodrigo Releases 
Debut Album, “SOUR”
Teen Artist is New Pop Sensation

Screenshot by Richard Lamont

By Myrka Santana
Olivia Rodrigo is an 18-year-old singer-songwriter best known 
for her roles on Disney Channel’s “Bizaardvark” and Disney+’s 
“High School Musical: The Musical: The Series.” She has 
utilized her acting background on Disney to establish her 
success in the music industry and signed with Geffen Records 
in 2020. Her debut album, “SOUR,” was released on May 21, 
2021. It is mostly pop and alternative pop. Her album focuses 
on teenage heartbreak and the “sour” feelings that come with it.
[CONTINUES, B3]
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The Last of Us: Video Game Review
Horror Masterpiece’s Immersive Storytelling Makes it a Must-Play for Any Gamer

Photo: Amazon.com

By Manuel Arambula
“The Last of Us” has the best form of storytelling 
in video games. “The Last of Us” came out on 
June 14, 2013, where it redefined storytelling in 
video games with its characters, world, moving 
moments, and its ending that has made people 
think of what they would do if they were in its 
protagonist’s shoes. While the sequel wasn’t as 
beloved from the fan base as the first one and is a 
very divisive game, many can agree that the first 
one is a masterpiece.
        “The Last of Us” was critically acclaimed 
and has won over 200 “Game of the Year” awards. 
Many praised it for its lovable characters and 
grounded storytelling. Colin Moriarty, a writer and 
actor says, “‘The Last of Us’ seamlessly 
intertwines satisfying, choice-based gameplay with 
a stellar narrative. It never slows down, it never lets 
up, and frankly, it never disappoints.”

“The Last of Us” is a post-apocalyptic 
game where a mutated strain of Cordyceps Fungus 
that has taken over America and Joel (who is the 
main protagonist you play as) is a smuggler who 
has survived 20 years of the outbreak and is tasked 
to smuggle a 14-year-old girl named Ellie across  

America, who is the only one we know that is immune to the infection.
When reading the plot of the story it may sound pretty generic. However, seeing the characters’ dynamic 

grow into a father-daughter relationship, how grounded the world is, the gameplay, its intense moments, and the 
graphics, make this game still hold up till this day. Jeffrey L. Wilson wrote a review for PCMag.com saying, 
“‘The Last of Us’ is a horror masterpiece that proves that the aging Playstation 3 still has the potential to 
produce jaw-dropping AAA games.” “The Last of Us” has proved what video games can do and has shown the 
potential story-driven video games can bring.

Even masterpieces have their cons and “The Last of Us” is no exception. Many can agree that the basic 
redundant puzzles are a nuisance to do. “The Last of Us” is not a game for everyone, but I’d recommend 
everyone to try this game once. However, these are the only problems with the game and everyone can glance 
over these problems.

In conclusion, “The Last of Us” is a critically acclaimed game that I dare say is one of the best if not the 
best in story-driven games. I’d recommend this game to everyone who has a Playstation and wants a really good 
story. “The Last of Us” is my favorite game of all time and I 
have very great memories playing it.

Photo: USGamer.net
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Gen Z Finds Home On TikTok
[FROM “TikTok, B1] A lot of media created on TikTok is geared towards 
entertainment such as art, comedy, music, reaction videos, aesthetics and 
fashion, trends, storytelling, culture, and infamously, dancing. TikTok is 
giving more people, and especially very young individuals, the opportunity 
to become content creators, showcase their interests, and build their brands 
sooner than ever. Zoomers value creativity, and TikTok is allowing them to 
show their uniqueness as an individual. However, not all content found on 
TikTok is entertainment, with some videos being clips of events happening 
in the world or things personal to the user.

The ability to express oneself is of great significance to Gen Z. 
Zoomers are currently the most open and aware generation to topics such 
as emotional wellbeing and political  issues.  Being allowed to  share  your 

[FROM “Rodrigo,” B1] “This breakup album seems to have attracted 
the teenagers of Generation Z. Some may say she is the next Taylor 
Swift of this era. Olivia Rodrigo has said on Vogue, “I’m the biggest 
Swiftie and she inspires every song I’ve written,” proving the 
similarities between her album and Swift’s to be true. Others compare 
her 6th track, “Good 4 U,” to Paramore’s pop-punk anthem, “Misery 
Business.” Her album has caught the attention of Millennials too. For 
them, it is reminiscent of listening to Taylor Swift or Avril Lavigne, all 
having the same concept as this modern-day pop star. They all tell 
stories about being a teenage girl.

Her rise to stardom has been rapid. Her first single, “Driver’s 
License,” became a viral TikTok trend. It has been said that this song is 
about her co-star on “HSM: The Musical: The Series,” Joshua Bassett. 
This ultimately boosted the song’s streams and it became a success on 
the charts. She has reached the top 10 of the US Billboard Hot 100 
with her three singles, “Driver’s License,” “Déjà Vu,” and “Good 4 U.” 
SOUR has reached number one in the United Kingdom. Olivia 
Rodrigo is the youngest musician in the country to have a number one 
album and single at the same time.

Olivia Rodrigo Explodes Onto Music Scene

Photo: NYTimes.com

She has performed on Saturday Night Live, where there was a sketch devoted to her song. She has been 
covered in magazines such as Elle, Mood, and Heart Magazine, and performed her first live performance at the Brit 
Awards. She has recently shared her first live performance to the song “Favorite Crime,” where she is seen on a 
rooftop of a house performing with her backup singers.

The teen pop sensation blew up overnight. With her first single “Driver’s License,” attracting a devoted 
fanbase. They have carved the way for her first album “SOUR” to become popular with Generation Z and 
Millennials.

Photo: GulfNews.com

thoughts, feelings, and personal views of the world in a short amount of time is another one of TikTok’s appeals. The 
app allows Zoomers to escape to a place where they can openly share what they can otherwise not reveal in real life. 
Some users openly talk about the specific issues BIPoC individuals face and the struggle of acceptance of their 
personal identities. Other users may also decide to share the reality of living with their mental or physical health 
problems. This allows users to find a sense of safety and belonging when it may not be available otherwise to them.

The app is far from perfect and has had many controversies, but the platform has allowed Generation Z to 
gather and find themselves. TikTok gave this generation both joy and a place of comfort, especially during these times 
with COVID-19 and the political divide. It is undeniable that the app is here to stay, and will continue to be an 
important element for Gen Z culture.
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Arts and Entertainment Editorials

Why Warner Brothers Should Restore the “SnyderVerse”

like Man of Steel, Batman V. Superman and recently Zack Snyder’s Justice League. He also had a hand in 
producing both Wonder Woman (2017) and Wonder Woman 1984 (2020). The reason why we know that he knows 
what he is doing is because “he directed 2013's Man of Steel for Warner Bros., a reboot of the Superman franchise 
and the jumpstart to the DC Extended Universe (DCEU).” Man of Steel is what has led to the multiverse of the 
different versions of the DC superheroes. If Zack Snyder is allowed to be able to restore the SnyderVerse, then we 
can be able to see how this would line up with this “Multiverse,” which is what the DCEU should be based off of, 
and we will be able to see how he would introduce every superhero from that Multiverse.

If Snyder is allowed to control the SnyderVerse, then he would be able to make movies that can fix up the 
DC Universe and make those movies into big hits that can make Warner Brothers a lot of money. Zack Snyder was 
able to make the movies Man of Steel and Batman V. Superman good hits in the box office and he was able to 
make other non-DC movies big hits as well. In fact, Man of Steel ultimately ended up with “a worldwide take of 
$668 million!” Knowing that Zack Snyder can make great hit movies with good cinematography and good editing, 
he can be the one who can allow Warner Brothers to make a lot of money and from that money, save the entire DC 
franchise!

The final reason Zack Snyder should also be allowed to restore the SnyderVerse is because of the most 
recent movie that he was able to produce and then remake. That movie is Zack Snyder’s Justice League because it 
came out way better than how the original 2017 movie came out, it has made more money than the other one, and 
it was also a huge hit in the box office. A quote from an article mentioned, “the release of Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League has not satiated the diehard fans of the director. They now want Warner Bros. to restore the SnyderVerse, in 
effect making all the planned movies that Snyder and other filmmakers were developing, including the Ben 
Affleck-starrer Batman movie and two planned sequels to Justice League.” From this quote we can be able to see 
how good the movie actually was now that DC and Snyder fans are eagerly wanting the SnyderVerse films with the 
Ben Affleck Batman and the two planned sequels to Justice League. I believe that if Warner Brothers would let 
Zack Snyder do this, then this might lead Warner Brothers media to be able to make a whole lot of money, make 
more people watch their movies, and allow the DC Universe to become the universe with the best comic 
book-based movies. [CONTINUES, B7]
 
 

By Christian Iniguez-Perez
I believe that Warner Brothers should allow Zack 
Snyder to be able to continue making the DC 
movies the way he feels they should be. He should 
be able to continue the “SnyderVerse” that he 
created with Man of Steel (2013) and Batman V. 
Superman (2016). Zack Snyder is an amazing 
director and if anybody would be the one to fix up 
the DC Universe, then it would have to be him. A 
few reasons why Warner Brothers should allow 
Snyder to continue his SnyderVerse is because he 
knows what he is doing, he can fix-up the 
franchise by making more hit movies, and because 
he was able to prove himself worthy through the 
huge success in the box office that was Justice 
League: The Snyder Cut (2021).

Zack Snyder knows what he is doing and 
what needs to be done. Snyder is an incredible 
person and an amazing director who has directed 
many  of  the  DC  movies  that  we know and love Photo: Amazon.com
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Arts and Entertainment Editorials

The Triumph of the Marvel Cinematic Universe

By Eduardo Arguelles
The Marvel Cinematic Universe is a franchise that will be worth every minute of your time. With one of the largest 
rosters of live action superheroes played by some of the world’s greatest actors, you just can’t go wrong by 
beginning this franchise. One second you are watching a solo superhero movie and the next second you are 
witnessing one of the greatest superhero crossovers ever. These movies do great at the box office, allowing them to 
increase their budget for each following film. They have well-written stories with continuity, which has allowed 
them to earn one of the highest franchise approval ratings of all time.

The Marvel Cinematic Universe began in 2008 when they released a film that would forever change the 
way Marvel comic stories were told. That movie happened to be Iron Man, with none other than Robert Downey 
Jr. as Tony Stark. Since the release of Iron Man, 22 different movies have been released along with two amazing 
limited series shows.

In the article “Marvel’s Blockbuster Machine,” by authors Spencer Harrison, Arne Carlsen, and Miha 
Škerlavaj, they state “The secret seems to be finding the right balance between creating innovative films and 
retaining enough continuity to make them all recognizably part of a coherent family.” The fact is that most movies 
barely even reach a trilogy, yet Marvel Studios has released four different trilogies within their universe and two 
more trilogies will be completed after the release of Spider-Man: No Way Home, Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3, 
and Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania. When Spider-Man: No Way Home is released later this year it will set 
up an entire different film, only proving how amazing their continuity is.

Marvel Studios is notorious for releasing movies that exceed expectations at the box office. They are no 
strangers to completely shattering the record of the previous film released. In an interview with Variety, Kevin 
Feige, also known as the president of Marvel Studios, states “I’ve always believed in expanding the definition of 
what a Marvel Studios movie could be. We try to keep audiences coming back in greater numbers by doing the 
unexpected and not simply following a pattern or a mold or a formula.” They have done a phenomenal job at 
always bringing back old audiences and appealing to those who have never seen the films before. The box office 
numbers prove just that with 19 of the 23 films released all exceeding $200 million and almost half of them exceed 
$400 million in the U.S. alone. It is important to know that these numbers are not from Global Rankings and do not 
consider inflation. [CONTINUES, B7]

Photo: Independent.co.uk
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Arts and Entertainment Editorials

The Value of Manga

Photo: Amazon.com

By Alyza Guzman
If you are a big fan of Japanese animations (anime) and enjoy reading 
works of literature, then reading manga would be the ideal form of 
entertainment for you. Manga can be defined as comic books that 
originated from Japan that contain a variety of different genres which 
can appeal to the different preferences of readers. Not only is it 
interesting with its diverse story plots and complex characters, but it is 
also very beneficial to your intelligence and is a form of reading that 
should be more widely known. With this form of entertainment 
exposing you to Japanese culture and different human emotions, it is 
not only enjoyable but also educational.

Manga is able to offer similar improvements to learning just 
like reading a novel or other works of literature and should be rid of 
its ¨kids comic¨ reputation. Additionally, readers are able to develop a 
better understanding of emotional recognition through its illustrations 
and facial expressions. This is especially helpful for teens who 
struggle with autism, according to an article called ¨Manga and your 
Mind: Manga, Autism, and the Benefits of Reading¨ by Chris Kincaid, 
who wrote that the usual design of animated faces in manga are 
structured for the sake of exaggeration and expression. From 
accessories to eyes, hair, and more, certain features that make up the 
character design help readers with ASD simplify expressions.
This shows that manga and its illustrations are not limited to only one 

specific group of people and can be diverse. Overall, manga 
allows us to further deepen our understanding of human 
emotions and experiences. Moreover, manga, along with 
animation, can also be used as learning materials for those 
seeking to learn the Japanese language and perhaps even its 
history or culture. According to a thesis written by Tomoaki Ito, 
“the study discovered that the participants understood the 
information that Murata wanted them to learn better when it was 
depicted by illustrations.” This supports the claim that manga can 
in fact be used as a learning material that helps Japanese learners 
obtain information with the use of illustrations. It should be 
noted that manga and anime are often the impetus for many 
Japanese learners, therefore, making it clear that manga serves as 
some form of learning tool or motivation.

Furthermore, manga is able to provide both an easier 
time in reading for readers and at the same time a challenge. It’s 
a structure designed to read from right to left which differs from 
the American style that we know. Manga can also strengthen 
memorization and help us learn certain topics easier. The 
academic journal mentions, “If we relate the information that we 
want learners to learn through... [CONTINUES, B7]

Selection from Attack on Titan by Hajime Isayama, Ch. 73
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Arts and Entertainment Editorials

Accomplishments of the MCU 
Cannot Be Overstated

[FROM “Marvel,” B5] The Harry Potter Saga has one 
of the highest approval ratings at 84% on Rotten 
Tomatoes, a well-known and highly respected 
review-aggregation site. They were able to achieve that 
score with eight films which is impressive, considering 
the amount of film sagas out there. However, it won’t be 
long until the Marvel Cinematic Universe shatters that 
percentage with so many movies soon to be released. 
Once again, in the article by Harrison, Carlsen, and 
Škerlavaj, they mention, “At the same time, they 
average an impressive 84% approval rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes (the average for the 15 top-grossing 
franchises is 68%) and receive an average of 64 
nominations and awards per movie.” This demonstrates 
how close they are to exceeding the 84% approval rating 
held by both their universe and the Harry Potter 
franchise. Their last five films have accumulated an 
average of 87% approval rating and this trend of high 
approval ratings is bound to continue.

In conclusion, the well-known and beloved 23 
films plus two limited series shows of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe are worth binge-watching. If you 
love great storytelling and/or superheroes, this franchise 
is 1000% meant for you. The universe is still expanding 
and will be for many years to come.

Photo: Slashfilm.com
[FROM “Snyder,” B4] Some people would say to 
not restore the SnyderVerse because some people 
believe that Zack Snyder’s Justice League is the same 
as the Justice League from 2017 and that it is not that 
good to be continued. Many people are saying all this 
but you can really tell the difference between the two 
versions. If that is not enough, then you can be able to 
look at the reviews of the critics and then you can be 
able to tell. Many now say that Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League is the second-best comic book movie of all 
time, with the first being The Dark Knight (2008). If 
Zack Snyder can continue making Justice League 
movies, then maybe those movies can also make it 
onto the top 5 or even the top 3 of the best comic 
book movies.

[FROM “Manga,” B6] ...illustrations and words 
through manga, it is assumed that it will be easy to 
evoke the information and words.” In other words, if 
we are viewing pictures and words, it will be easier to 
obtain the information learners are trying to read and 
understand. This proves that manga can be a helpful 
guide in learning academic subjects in general.

Ultimately, there are several benefits to 
reading manga for our minds while also maintaining a 
feeling of enjoyment. Through images we can create 
an easier reading experience to those with autism 
spectrum disorder. It also allows us to create a strong 
connection to the complex characters that are created 
within the stories. In a way, manga can be informative 
as well as emotional in the community when we find 
ourselves relating to characters or certain struggles.

In conclusion, images are a friend to the mind 
and an assistance to those who are visual learners 
while reading.

Snyder Is The Man To Take the 
DCEU To New Heights

Japanese Manga Helps With 
Many Types of Learning

Photo: EmpireOnline.com

Selection from My Hero Academia 
by Kohei Horikoshi, Ch. 14
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Sports

DODGERS ON A HOT STREAK
After Spring Struggles, Dodgers Find Their Footing in Back-To-Back Series Sweeps

Photo: TheAthletic.com

By Eduardo Arguelles
Los Angeles, CA - The Los Angeles Dodgers, the 2020 World Series Champions, seemed to have hit a roadblock 
during late April and the beginning of May. After going 5-15 during that stretch, the team has finally managed to 
turn it around. The bats have come to life and they are now 11-1 in the last 12 games. Throughout this run they 
have swept the Seattle Mariners, won the series against the Miami Marlins, swept the divisional rivals Arizona 
Diamondbacks, and swept the San Francisco Giants, who also happen to be divisional rivals. Keep in mind that the 
sweeps of the Diamondbacks and Giants were in back-to-back series matchups. Sweeps alone are impressive but to 
be able to complete two against rival teams is an amazing job and all around great team effort. Not to mention the 
fact that the sweep against the Giants was on the road and against one of the hottest teams in baseball.
In addition to this amazing run that they have put on, they also signed the veteran and three-time MVP Albert 
Pujols to a one year deal. He is excited to be a part of this talented roster and even tweeted out the following:

“While everyone in the big leagues wants to compete every day, I understand roles do change and that is 
something I’ve accepted for the past couple of years. The role that Andrew Friedman and Dave Roberts 
have presented to me is one that I embrace. I am excited to be part of the Dodger family and want to thank 
Andrew, Dave and the rest of the Dodger organization for this opportunity. My goal is the same as it’s 
always been – to help the ballclub win a championship in 2021. I’ve seen up close just how talented this 
team is and I look forward to contributing.”

With the addition of Albert Pujols, the Dodgers now have four former MVPs on their stacked roster. Although no 
longer in his prime, he has been a major contributor throughout this run. [CONTINUES, C2]
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[FROM “Dodgers,” C1] With players such as Zach Mckinstry and Cody Bellinger out with injuries, the signing 
of Albert Pujols has been a major benefit to this team. In six games with the Dodgers, he has amassed a batting 
average of .263, with five hits on 19 at bats, one dinger, and 5 runs batted in, remaining undefeated since his 
signing. An unexpected signing but definitely a great one.
        Cody Bellinger and Zach McKinstry will make their return to the big leagues soon as they have already 
begun their rehabilitation assignments with the Oklahoma City Dodgers, the Triple-A Minor League team of the 
Dodgers organization. Both McKinstry and Bellinger have not played a Major League game in over a month and 
adding them to a red-hot Dodgers team would surely boost the team’s overall morale. It is unknown how much 
longer the Dodgers will remain hot but the team would love to have both players back out on the field.

LA Dodgers Win 11 of Last 12 Games

Photo: LATimes.com

Photo: USAToday.com
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Science & Technology

Koko: The Gorilla That Could Talk
The World’s Most Intelligent Ape Passed Away 3 Years Ago This Month

By Noe Gudino
Koko was a 46-year-old western lowland 
gorilla that passed away in June 2018. She was 
a gorilla that was special and unique compared 
to her brothers and sisters because she had 
mastered over 1,000 signs of sign language. 
Koko was labeled one of the most intelligent 
apes in history because of her ability to 
understand over 2,000 English words and the 
ability to learn a little over 1,000 words in sign 
language.

Koko was raised and taught by 
American Animal Phycologist Penny Patterson 
since she was one year old. Koko  was born  in  

The Woman Who Discovered Coronavirus
Dr. June Almeida Gets More Appreciation 50 Years After Historic Discovery

Photo: WhatsBioTechnology.org

Photo: DiabellaLovesCats.com

San Francisco, California and was loaned to Penny at the age of 1 for a research project at Stanford University for 
interspecies communication. Eventually, the zoo wanted Koko back for breeding, but by that time Dr. Patterson 
had raised over 12,000 dollars to adopt the big gorilla, saying, “she taught me more than I taught her, for sure.” 
[CONTINUES, D3]

By Jordan Braxton
A coronavirus is the type of virus that causes the COVID-19 
disease. However, there are actually many different types of 
coronaviruses. A researcher named June Almeida was a Scottish 
virologist who was the first one to discover how coronaviruses 
cause infection in humans. She accomplished this over 50 years 
ago!

June Almeida was born in 1930 and she grew up in 
Glasgow, Scotland. When she was a girl, her name was June 
Hart. She won the prize for the best science project at her high 
school in 1947. At the age of 16, June Almeida wanted to go to 
a university but her parents did not have the money, so she left 
school to help pay the family bills. She got a job as a lab 
technician working on experiments and used a microscope to 
peep at samples taken from people. She learned to examine 
these tissues for signs of infection. [CONTINUES, D2]
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New iPad M1 Released
Does It Live Up To The Hype?

By Christian Iniguez
As you may know already, Apple had a huge 
announcement back in April that had a whole lot of 
big news, but the one thing that stood out was the 
new iPad with the M1 Processor Chip. This iPad is 
a huge step up from the iPads we are accustomed to, 
with some brand-new features as well as the new 
M1 Processor Chip that was introduced to us last 
year in the 2020 Macbooks. You were able to 
pre-own this iPad back in April, but now it is finally 
available for anyone to purchase. After studying 
many reviews of this iPad, we can tell that it is an 
outstanding piece of technology. The two features 
we are most excited about are its unreal speed with 
the M1 chip and the new camera that is built into 
this device.Photo: TheVerge.com

Since Apple decided to put their new M1 chip into the 2021 iPad, it basically makes it almost the same as 
the M1 Macbook Air because it has an 8-core CPU, 8-core GPU, a 16-core neural engine, and 16 gigabytes of 
ram for 1 terabyte or the new 2 terabyte configuration. Thanks to the new M1 chip, this iPad is about 30 to 40 
times faster than the older models with the original chips.

Apple has made a few changes on the camera that you might like, as well. The first change was that they 
added a wide point-of-view for the front facing camera. You will be able to use that for Zoom calls or Facetime 
calls, as well. This new wide lens is about a 122-degree field of view! The other thing that Apple decided to do to 
the camera was give it a new feature called “Center Stage,” which keeps you in the middle of the screen whenever 
you move around. The other stunning thing about this “Center Stage” feature is that if more people show up in 
front of the camera, then the camera would do its best to adjust to the faces of the people and zoom out to have 
everyone in frame and in the center.

[FROM “Almeida,” D1] June Almeida was 
married to an artist named Henry Almeida and 
they moved to Canada in 1954. She began at the 
Ontario Cancer Institute, where she learned how 
to use an electron microscope. June Almeida 
started working in London, England, where she 
began to make her big discovery in 1964. June 
looked into the microscope and she saw round 
grey particles covered in little spokes. Her fellow 
researcher, a British man named David Tyrrell, 
worked with her to learn about this strange virus 
that was making people unhappy. They called it 
Coronavirus  and  June  Almeida had the amazing

Dr. Almeida’s Work Helped Make COVID Vaccine Possible

Photo: BBC.com   
ability to create a clear image of the virus to study.

June Almeida studied other kinds of viruses including the Rubella virus and the Hepatitis B virus. She 
had a long career as a virologist and died in 2007. In 2019, a new type of coronavirus called a Sars-Cov-2 came 
that caused the global pandemic of COVID-19. Thanks to the work of June Almeida, scientists have been able to 
understand the virus better and create a vaccine.
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Koko the Gorilla Knew 1,000 Words & Loved Cats 
[FROM “Koko,” D1] Patterson was amazed on how well she could teach Koko sign language and how smart 
she was. In 1985, Koko was given a kitten to adopt to prove the theory that apes have the ability to 
communicate. She named the kitten “All Ball” and cared for that kitten like if it was her own child.

Koko was featured in two National Geographic articles, with her first one in 1978 and the second one 
in 1985. From there, Koko became a celebrity by shocking the world with her ability to understand English 
and communicate back via sign language. A little fun fact about Koko the gorilla is that at birth she was named 
Hanabi Ko, which meant “fireworks child” because she was born on the Fourth of July in 1971.

Koko died a peaceful death at the age of 46 and was buried alongside one of her mating partners, 
Michael, whom she had become good friends with at the Gorilla Foundation's seven-acre preserve in 
Woodside, California, which was also their final resting place. Dr. Patterson did have a final talk with Koko, 
during which she recalled that, "she was looking a little sad and worried, and she looked straight at me and 
held two signs. One was ‘patient’ and the second one was ‘old.’ So she was trying to explain, 'hey, I’m getting 
on.’” That was one of Koko the gorilla’s final moments and her death was devastating news to a lot of people. 
Three years later, we look back this month on her incredible life. 

Photo: Local12.com



June 11, 2021 The Wilson High School Hitching Post D5

Science and Technology Editorial

Pets Released Into Wild Destroy Ecosystems
Freeing Your Pets Can Have Horrifying Consequences

Photo: Abcnews.Go.com
By Marty Perez
Buying a pet is a dream many people seem to have, whether it’s buying a turtle from a pet store or a fish from the 
corner store, getting pets of all kinds comes with simple ease nowadays. That easy access isn’t a good thing. 
We’ve all been there: little kids who don’t know any better getting that baby turtle and all of a sudden that baby 
turtle is too big to handle. That beautiful betta fish you got at the 99-cent store that you loved for a week is 
forgotten in its bowl because all it does is stay in the corner all day.

Hundreds of aquatic pets that are raised in captivity end up being released into the wild every year. Reasons 
pet owners choose to release them into the wild are repetitive and endless. They couldn't find a new home, it got 
too big for them, and so on. No pet should ever be purposely released into the wild in any circumstance.

The biggest reason for not releasing your pets is the fact that they're in the wrong environment. This leads 
to either A) the animal dies or B) it becomes a pest. Let’s start with scenario A: the animal dying. The sad truth is 
that most pets that are released end up dying. You can't just release an animal into unknown territory and expect it 
to survive. Leopard Geckos or Bearded Dragons need high humidity so releasing them into areas that can’t sustain 
that are a death sentence. Improper humidity can result in chronic renal failure in Green Iguanas and shedding 
problems for snakes.

Scenario B is where the big problem lies. When enough of the same pets are released into the wild and 
begin to successfully survive, they can easily destroy the ecosystem. As an example, take the common goldfish, 
also known as the newly acquired pest of Canadian ponds. These easy to obtain pets have quickly devastated lakes 
and ponds. Goldfish are considered an invasive species and end up destroying native species. When given the right 
environment, those tiny goldfish can quickly grow into large fish capable of annihilating local fish and plant life. 
Goldfish feces is even capable of encouraging the growth of certain types of algae, leading to algal blooms that 
further disrupt the ecosystem that the fish reside in. Ball pythons are another example. These exotic snakes were 
quick to kill off all small warmblood animals in marshes. In some areas, rabbits, opossums even racoons are 
practically gone due the act of carless owners.
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Opinions & Editorials
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 Is College “Worth It?”
  The Benefits of a College Degree

By Breanna De Leon
You’d be surprised how many people believe 
that getting a college education is not worth the 
time and money it costs to receive one. Many 
people think that they do not need a college 
education to be successful in life. That may be 
somewhat true, however, a college education is 
bound to open way more doors for you and 
give you better opportunities than a high school 
education alone. College may be a lot of stress 
and cost a lot of money, but it will definitely 
pay off for you in the long run.

It has been statistically proven that 
people that have earned a college degree earn 
more in their yearly salary than those who only 
have high school… [CONTINUES, E7]
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The Case for Energy Drinks
Could the Rewards Outweigh the Risks?

By Myrka Santana
Energy drinks do not deserve the bad reputation they get. 
Energy drinks have been found to improve physical 
endurance, increase energy, and enhance mental 
performance. So, why is there such a dispute?

Energy drinks can be any beverage that is 
considered a source of energy. They are usually a soft 
drink that contains a lot of caffeine and sugar. Energy 
drinks are mostly popular with teenagers and young 
adults, who consume them regularly. One thing I have 
learned is that caffeine and a healthy diet may boost your 
memory and thinking skills.

A study conducted by Harvard University came to 
the conclusion that caffeine is a brain stimulant. So 
having that information, we know that caffeine gives you 
a gush of energy and possibly improves mental 
performance. Caffeine is definitely beneficial when it 
comes to studying because it helps boost your focus and 
alertness.

Another study comparing the cognitive and mood 
effects of Red Bull energy drinks found that Red Bull 
energy drinks produced… [CONTINUES, E7]



June 11, 2021 The Wilson High School Hitching Post E2

STOP ANIMAL CRUELTY!
Supporting Companies That Test On 

Animals Makes You Complicit
Animal Testing Is As Useless 

As It Is Immoral
By Eileen Solorzano
Animal cruelty can be defined as harmful behaviors 
toward animals that range from mental to physical to 
emotional. In 1822, one of the first animal protection 
acts was passed, though it mainly protected cattle. 
Today, however, many consumers are unaware of the 
amount of companies and franchises that test their 
products on animals, which can lead to sickness and 
possibly even death. For the most part it is make-up 
brands that test on animals, furthermore, these brands 
present themselves as cruelty-free through their 
packaging. For example, Colgate is a widely known 
brand that almost every person has used at least once 
in their life, if not on a daily basis, and it is not 
cruelty-free. Another company that is not cruelty-free 
is Johnson & Johnson, a brand mostly targeted at 
parents for their children.

These large companies and, in general, 
vendors and people often take advantage of the fact 
that animals are unable to speak for themselves or at 
the very least in a way we can genuinely understand. 
Furthermore, it is unfair to these animals because 
they lack the ability to give and relinquish their 
consent as they are unable to understand the dangers 
of the tests being run on them. The reason many 
brands test on animals, even more specifically, 
mammals, is because many have very similar internal 
organs to humans. Some examples of these animals 
include monkeys, pigs, and even rats. 
[CONTINUES, E8]

By Ruth Arana
Animal testing may be more useless than what you 
think. Many companies out there use animals to test 
things to find out whether or not humans would be 
okay with the products they make. Don’t you love 
animals? Animals are supposed to be our friends, not 
testing objects.
        Usually, people think that animal testing is a 
good thing so that humans aren’t harmed, but the 
truth is that they do animal testing to help decide 
whether a particular drug should be tested on people. 
According to the BBC, “Animal experiments are not 
used to show that drugs are safe and effective in 
human beings - they cannot do that… Animal 
experiments eliminate some potential drugs as either 
ineffective or too dangerous to use on human beings. 
If a drug passes the animal test it's then tested on a 
small human group before large scale clinical trials.” 
Not only does this prove that animal testing is bad, it 
also shows how it doesn’t really do anything due to 
products later being tested on humans as well.
        Animals feel pain, just like humans. Many of 
the experiments cause pain to the animals involved or 
reduce their quality of life in other ways. Animals 
should be able to live their best life as they say 
humans should do. People tend to forget animals feel 
things. Doing experiments removes these animals 
from their natural habitat and social structure. 
Animals are supposed to be free or by humans' sides 
living a good life.
 

Photo: WorldAnimalNews.comPhoto: Blog.Udemy.com
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Why Become A Veterinarian Assistant?
A Great Starter Job For A Career In Animal Care

By Melissa Nevarez
Veterinarian Assistant is a good starting-out job if you want to go up to full-time veterinarian. I think that starting 
off as a vet assistant is a great starter job because you can do it at a young age and the process is fast and easy. You 
would be able to help out the veterinarians and you would really get to see if this job would be a great fit for you if 
are planning to become a regular veterinarian someday and not just an assistant. Being a veterinarian is a job I 
have always wanted to have from the age of ten to now. I have this opinion about this job because animals are 
naturally drawn to me. I have grown to love all animals and love taking care of them. Being either a veterinarian or 
a veterinarian's assistant is a passionate dream of mine. As far as having other jobs, this specific job is one of my 
options.

A Veterinarian assistant has a lot of responsibilities even though they are just assistants of veterinarians. 
They get to learn about veterinary medicine, rules and regulations, and so on. The process of becoming a 
veterinarian is way longer than becoming a veterinarian assistant. Both jobs require the same mentality, no matter 
what position you are in. I am sure that a lot of heavy feelings are a part of this job and it is not always butterflies 
and rainbows all the time, but I can assure you that this job is more than great. Let's talk about the benefits of this 
specific job and see if my opinion sticks onto your possible opinions.

There are a lot of advantages to working this job specifically as a veterinarian's assistant. Firstly, you get a 
bunch of benefits. There is disability insurance, pet insurance, employee discounts, vision insurance, paid time off, 
401(k), dental insurance, health insurance, and so on. I don't know about you but these are really good benefits for 
doing what you love with precious animals, and this is all as just a veterinarian assistant! Veterinarians get paid 
more, but still for a starting job even at a young age, this sounds super good to me. You're also less likely to get 
injured. Just saying.
        Veterinarian Assistants can help in many ways. They help your pets but also help the mindsets of the 
owners of these pets. Your furry friends can come in with serious injuries and they will get taken care of. If your 
pets need to even have a checkup, they will still regardless be taken care of. No matter the situation your animal is 
in, they will be in great hands. They will have the main vet there and the vet assistant as well. You may need to pay 
a good amount of money but it will all be worth it in the end. You get to come out of the facility with a well-taken 
care of pet and with a weight off of your shoulders and mind.
        Feelings and thoughts are prone to happen during this job. Like mentioned before, not every day can be a 
good day. Sometimes your pet patients have their last days with you. Working this job has its good times but also 
you should know that this job comes with heavy feelings and hard times. This is why I believe that vet assistants 
help others mentally. They know what to do. They can most definitely help our mental health by simply being 
there for us during hard times, as well as being there for us doing the best of times. They are there, always. They 
serve health and comfort. This all can help themselves and others by putting their minds and feelings at ease. To 
me, this job is perfect. The best of both worlds, really.

Photo: TheAcademyOfPetCareers.com



June 11, 2021 The Wilson High School Hitching Post E4

The Truth About Standardized Testing

By Javier Orozco
Each spring, students across the country dread their 
district’s standardized testing. As soon as spring comes, 
the testing season begins. The most common explanation 
given to why we have standardized testing is to measure 
the academic capabilities of students, however, this is 
untrue.

Standardized testing is unnecessary because it 
doesn’t accurately measure a student’s intelligence, they 
don’t provide much insight into a student’s capabilities, 
and they don’t measure the full scope of a student. 
Instead, standardized testing helps measure a school’s 
ranking among other schools which is crueler to the 
students who have to take the grueling test.

Some may believe that the standardized test taken 
in school is meant to measure the intelligence of a student 
but that is false. Standardized tests don’t actually do 
much to measure intelligence, they actually are meant to 
assess a school as a whole on how they are doing 
academically on an average of their students. In an article 
titled, “Effects of Standardized Testing on Students & 
Teachers: Key Benefits & Challenges” by the School of 
Education Online Programs, they state, “Standardized 
testing requirements are designed to hold teachers, 
students, and schools accountable for academic 
achievement and to incentivize improvement. They 
provide a benchmark for assessing problems and 
measuring progress, highlighting areas for improvement.” 
Essentially, standardized testing’s main goal is to keep 
schools and teachers accountable for teaching the 
Common Core.

Well, if standardized testing is meant to assess a 
school’s capability as a whole, why do we put so much 
stress on individual students to succeed? Although it is 
necessary for the collective to do well, the stress that is 
placed on students is unnecessary... [CONTINUES, E8] 

Minimum Wages:
Time For A Change?

Photo: ProCon.org

By Edwin Molina
The national minimum wage has been a 
controversial topic for many years. In 2009, it was 
established at $7.50 and many questioned if that 
would be enough for the years to come and how 
would it affect the economy. For the past 3-4 
years, some eyebrows have been raised as to 
whether it should be made higher or kept the 
same. As we continue to grow as a country and a 
world on the economical scale, we now see the 
effects of low wages with many people in poverty 
or homeless. What should happen? Should the 
wages stay the same or should they be raised to 
repair the economy and not just make money, but 
help the people in need? [CONTINUES, E9]
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The Problem With Parenting & Technology
Millennial Parents Are Losing Family Values

Photo: Mtotonewsblog.wordpress.com

By Mariana Hernandez
You may think giving toddlers 
technology buys you free time, but you 
are avoiding proper parenting. Child 
development involves crucial need for 
attention and parental support. 
Technology shouldn’t be the best 
resource to trick your children into 
eating, or distracting them while you run 
errands. Toddlers need attention and 
affection to help them build social and 
profound skills. There are other ways of 
approaching a temporary solution to your 
stressful schedule that involves more 
hands on, or person-to-person 
communication.     Excessive    use      of 

communication. Excessive use of technology for toddlers has a negative impact on child development.
Millennials are today's youngest group of parents, and are the generation that rely on technology the most. 

New parents face difficulty adapting to their new lifestyle, but some generations lack past generation’s values. As 
stated in a student panel discussion in Northwest University’s Student Magazine “TALON,” “the four key factors 
[attributed] to the millennial problem [are] bad parenting, technology, impatience, and the environment.” This 
shows that as newer generations become parents, they start to lose family values and are influenced greatly by the 
surrounding environment. Discussing issues young parents face has to do with lack of research and guidance given 
by their support system. “Millennials” is not a generation as a whole but a way of thinking that prevents parents 
from focusing on a long-term process, rather than a fast solution for a learning experience.
        Children's lack of focus and increased bad behavior has to do with an unnoticed technology addiction. I 
have personally witnessed parents give their children their phone or an iPad to stop them from crying. In public 
places, parents seem to lose patience and give technology as a replacement instead of properly talking to their 
children and getting to understand them. When I attended family events, I was able to see adults gathered, children 
playing, and toddlers on the parent’s phone. It makes you wonder if the parents dedicate their time to their 
children. As someone who grew up without technology before entering secondary school, I spent more time 
reading, being active, and communicating with people that surrounded me. The more children use technology the 
more dependent they become; children lack simple communication skills, which makes it harder for them to form 
friendships with others their age.
        Children experiencing lack of attention from parents affects their development. Technology has been used 
as a tool to teach young children and keep them engaged. Although technology helps instruct children, it takes 
away time from parent-to-child bonding. Being a good parent does not involve following traditions or societal 
standards, but it does involve being there for your child and getting to know them as they grow.
         The importance of parental affection and attention helps with child development. When toddlers that are 
given technology to distract them, that only harms them. Many children grow up dependent on technology and 
later lack social skills. Parenting is a matter of learning and growing as a person next to your child.
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Do Adults Understand Us Yet?
Teenagers Are Not Cliches

Graphic: SSCC.Center

By Christina Garcia
Do adults understand us yet? Adults don't 
seem to understand teens; they usually 
stereotype us and have preset expectations. We 
either are seen as too childish or too grown-up 
and often thought to be “depressed.” We’re 
taught that we need to spend time with people 
but also need to be independent, yet when we 
are alone we are judged for it.

Teens are misunderstood most of the 
time and put down for how they react to 
responsibilities and the majority of adults 
either  make  it  worse  or  don’t  know  how to 
actually help in some situations. They assume all our problems and sources of stress revolve around relationships 
and self-image, when really the majority of our stress is from school and learning to keep up at home where we 
don't feel fully capable or motivated.

Teens have to deal with many stressful situations, for instance online learning, getting ready for college, 
work/internships, extracurricular activities, homelife, the impact from COVID, isolation indoors, having little 
control, etc. Not all adults seem to understand that teens have a lot on their shoulders the same way adults do. 
Many of them think our problems are relationships and self-image, yet based off a survey I conducted among 
some Wilson High School students, when asked to choose some of their biggest sources of stress, 75% said “not 
having enough time,” as well as “getting ready for college.” 66.7% said “school,” 50% said “having little control 
over their life,” and the lowest percentages of 16.7% were for “self-image” and “relationships.” This shows that 
while we are all in different situations, we have some of the same sources of stress which circle around school, 
having little control, and not having enough time. The stereotype that teens stress moreover looks and 
relationships is wrong in this case. Our lives can be just as stressful as adults’ in many ways. Statistics clearly 
show from this survey that teens have more than enough on their plate to handle.

A big issue between teens and adults is being judged for how we spend our time alone rather than with 
them or with friends. While this topic can be controversial, it still goes that free time is free time not time to 
continue working and spending it alone is okay! Not every moment has to be with someone and it's not always 
that we don't want to hang-out with adults or friends, alternatively it's just what we prefer. Spending time alone 
has even shown to be beneficial. In “Isolation and Loneliness, Self Development,” By Lena Firestone, who 
works for the Psychalive Program, she proclaims that, “being by yourself with no distractions gives you the 
chance to clear your mind, focus, and think more clearly. It’s an opportunity to revitalize your mind and body at 
the same time.” Based on this, being alone doesn't necessarily mean we don’t want to be around people, whereas 
spending time alone helps to open our mind and put things in perspective. She also goes on in her article talking 
about the benefits of being more productive, creative, and more connected in our relationships with people. 
Being alone is okay for teenagers, especially with so much on our mind that sometimes a moment to breathe 
clear air is what we need most.

Expecting us to figure out our feelings alone, or that maybe if you ignore the problem it’ll go away, 
doesn't help, but rather listening to us does. In my Wilson student survey, to the question, “what do you wish 
adults understood more?” a student responded, “I wish adults understood that teens and children can feel 
stressed and negative emotions by different things. I wish they'd understand how to listen to us instead of 
invalidating our emotions.” While some techniques taught to us may help, having the person we are trying to 
explain something to simply listen is sometimes what is needed most. Therefore, adults and parents should keep 
in mind that while we may not have faced the same problems and our problems don't... [CONTINUES, E8] 
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A College Degree Is The Best Way To Ensure A Bright Future
[FROM “College,” E1] ...diplomas. Even a person that only has two 
years of college completed earns way more than a high school graduate 
does. A study done by the US Department of Labor in 2015 shows that 
a person with a high school diploma earns an average of $493 a week, 
while a person that has a bachelor’s degree earns an average of $1,137 
weekly. This study also shows that a person with only two years of a 
college education still beats a high school diploma, while earning an 
average of $798 a week.
        It has also been found that having a college education lowers 
the chance of you becoming unemployed. That same study also found 
that the  chances  of  a  high  school  graduate  being unemployed are at 

Energy Drinks May Not Be As Bad As They Seem
[FROM “Energy Drinks,” E1] ...significant improvements in working 
and episodic memory tests. This reflects a considerable improvement to 
memory in young teenagers.  

Caffeine is the main ingredient in energy drinks. Caffeine is a 
natural stimulant. Its main effect is on the central nervous system. This 
provides an increase in alertness and can provide a boost when you are 
tired. The effect will start within an hour after drinking. Our body can get

Photo: Forbes.com
5.4%, while the chances of a four-year college graduate being unemployed are at 2.8%. The lowest likely to 
become unemployed is at a 1.5% chance rate and that rate belongs with those that have earned a professional 
degree in college.
        My last stance on why a college education is worth it is that it almost guarantees job and career 
satisfaction. When you are in college you get to choose any major that you desire and are passionate about. When 
you have earned a degree in that major you are able to go down any path in that subject or profession. Every major 
has various paths that a person could choose to go down. Your time spent in college allows you to learn what you 
are truly passionate about and what you are happy making a career out of. Therefore, you will be able to live the 
rest of your life doing whatever it is that you love and you will be satisfied with what you do for a living.

I am aware that many people may have the argument that a college degree will not guarantee you a 
high-paying job, nor do you need a college degree in order to work at a high-paying job. And yes, a college degree 
may not guarantee you a high-paying job, however, it sure does make it way easier for you to find one and makes 
you way more eligible for one. Also, yes, there have been people that have been hired at reasonable paying jobs 
that never earned anything higher than a high school diploma, however, those salaries are still nowhere near what a 
person with a college education would receive. Why would you want a reasonable paying job that you hate, 
waking up every day for, when you could have a phenomenal, high-paying career that you are passionate about?

rid of half of it in about four to six hours. Although this is the main ingredient in our favorite energy drinks, there is 
another ingredient that seems to be the bigger problem: sugar. 

Energy drinks are LOADED with sugar. Excessive sugar intake can cause inflammation, which has been 
linked to many chronic conditions such as cancer, diabetes, and heart disease. Energy drinks that are said to be 
sugar-free can also be damaging to your health. Consumption of sugar-free drinks tricks your body into wanting 
more sugar. It changes the way you metabolize other calories. This can lead to your body storing more calories as 
fat and fewer as energy, which can leave you feeling hungry and wanting more food. Too much sugar can lead to 
weight gain and risk for diabetes. Energy drinks tend to have a large amount of caffeine and sugar. Drinking too 
much caffeine can raise your blood pressure and heart rate. It can cause anxiety and insomnia. Drinking energy 
drinks for a long period of time can cause risk for heart disease. 

Of course, EVERYTHING in moderation. Energy drinks are not as bad as they seem, but of course if you 
drink them on a regular basis, you may have some problems in the long run. However, one energy drink will not 
kill you. It's always best to do your own research before consuming anything that has a bad reputation. Although 
they seem scary, they do have benefits in increasing your mental awareness and enhancing energy. 

Photo: LiveScience.com
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Many Companies Perform Inhumane Tests On Animals
[FROM “Animals,” E2] Though, for every few indulgent 
companies and vendors, there are those who truly aspire to 
be and are cruelty-free, such as Ian Somerhalder, a 
well-regarded actor and activist. He founded an 
organization that focuses on animal welfare, clean energy 
and a healthy environment. To directly quote Somerhalder, 
“Animal cruelty is one of the most unfortunate and barbaric 
demonstrations of human beings manipulating 
ill-conceived notions of ‘power’ over other species.” 
Somerhalder is calling out the act of animal cruelty 
because he understands that animals should not be taken 
advantage of, humans would never test these dangerous 
products on other humans, and the idea that it’s okay to test 
them on another living being of any kind is in itself 
“barbaric,” as he put it.

In summation, as consumers we should do more to 
look into the products we are using. We should ensure that 
our products are ethically tested and created, because when 
we do not, we indirectly perpetuate systems of animal 
abuse. We must be the voices to other species who cannot 
defend or speak for themselves. When this occurs, we will 
become better as a collective, and the products we choose 
to buy will no longer perpetuate animal cruelty at the hands 
of our favorite companies.

 

The True Purpose For 
Standardized Tests

[FROM “Tests,” E4] ...especially since 
standardized tests don’t provide specific feedback 
to the student. One unnamed student said, “the 
SBAC [the standardized test in California] was one 
of the most stressful things of the year… no one 
wants to take it, it’s too hard.” The fact of the 
matter is, even if standardized testing isn’t meant 
to test a student’s intelligence, students still 
internalize their score and are devastated when 
they fail.

Although standardized testing is a difficult 
and challenging part of every school’s curriculum, 
it is a necessary part. The school’s score in 
standard testing affects what funding a school will 
receive. A school that does well on testing will be 
eligible for more grants than a school that did 
poorly. Admittedly this is true, but it isn’t 
necessary to give certain schools a greater 
advantage. Notably schools of lower economic 
classes and with predominantly minority student 
bodies do poorer on standardized testing than 
richer whiter schools. Despite all that, there isn’t 
much students can do about standardized testing. 
All that we can do now is hope to do our best and 
know that our scores don’t represent the type of 
students we are.

[FROM “Understand,” E6] ...seem to be as big, it's the 
amount of damage those problems cause us, that matters.

Teens are not yet fully understood. However, there 
has been some progress over the years, for example the 
modified version of the IB Project. There are more people 
now talking about the difficulties we face and some adults 
are moving towards acknowledging the past mistakes, as 
well as taking programs for parenting for those who want to 
be a better parent. Nonetheless, it still takes more than just 
understanding to help someone undertake all these tasks.

Ultimately, there is still work to be done to better 
open adults’ minds to understanding teens’ emotions. 
Whether it be understanding why they want to be alone or 
how there are stereotypes about our priorities which usually 
are wrong, listening and being there for someone when 
necessary could make a big impact on a person's emotional 
well-being. The same way adults don’t want to be labeled is 
the same way teens don’t want to be seen as something 
they're not.

Parents Often 
Misunderstand Teens

Photo: OneGreenPlanet.org
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Raising The Minimum Wage Is Not As Simple As It Sounds
[FROM “Minimum Wage,” E4] Minimum wages are crying for change to a certain degree. At this point in time 
as people struggle heavily for income, people are working harder than ever. Would there be any benefits if they 
were to change? Well, if the minimum wage was raised, we could see a spike in worker productivity. Now, taking 
that into consideration, how beneficial would that be to the economy? If people were happy going home with the 
amount of money they believe they deserve, they would surely become the best working version of themselves. It 
would be a physiological boost to the worker if they were happy with the money they are able to take back home. 
They would then give more as a worker and produce more goods to sell, which would benefit the economy.

That now leads me to my second point on this topic: the economy. This country and world move around 
money. It is the basic unit of this world in the modern day and it is hard to live without it. Now, referring back to 
the first point, more productivity by the workers will lead to a significant increase in customer sales. Maybe you 
wanted a pair of shoes which are limited edition? Well, what if they made more pairs because the workers are 
willing to make more, which allows you a higher chance of getting those shoes you want? It not only benefits the 
workers getting a fully-earned paycheck, but also the economy with sales to go through the roof in every 
department.

As we dig into minimum wages, we are going to touch on one thing that will spike drastically: consumer 
spending. It is said that a $1 an hour raise to a minimum wage worker increases annual household spending by 
$2,080 (Roberts and Olinsky). Minimum-wage workers, more than anyone, are likely to spend their raise on 
household necessities that they were previously unable to afford like repairs and electronics. That, in itself, is quite 
amazing, isn’t it? Customers and investors are the face of this world and economy and having these low minimum 
wage workers be able to afford more and be part of that group of customers and investors will increase consumer 
spending, benefiting everyone.

With every character comes an angel and devil. Though many people are agreeing on the increase of 
minimum wage, lots of people also disagree with the idea. The federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour has not 
changed since 2009. Increasing it would raise the earnings and family income of most low-wage workers, lifting 
some families out of poverty, but it would also cause other low-wage workers to become jobless, because their 
employers couldn’t afford to pay them and their family income would fall. This could be a big blow and backfire 
on everyone if it were to go and cause an effect on other people's jobs.

In conclusion, minimum wage is still talked about throughout the world and is a topic that is often debated. 
Should it be raised should it not be raised? It could be a big boost yet a big downfall if it were to be raised higher. 
As I have mentioned, there will be many benefits of raising wages with sales expected to spike. Or, we could see a 
major increase in jobless people. What would you choose? To raise it? Or to keep them the same?

Works Cited
Roberts, Lily and Olinsky, Ben. “Raising the Minimum Wage 

Would Boost an Economic Recovery- and Reduce Taxpayer 
Subsidization of Low-Wage Work.” American Progress, 27 
Jan. 2021,      
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/economy/news/202
1/01/27/495163/raising-minimum-wage-boost-economic-rec
overy-reduce-taxpayer-subsidization-low-wage-work.

Photo: Blog.PeopleSpheres.com

Photo: iGrad.com



June 11, 2021 The Wilson High School Hitching Post F1

Wilson Opportunities

Student Businesses

Custom glass 
paintings: @naipaints 

on Instagram!

Sustainable shopping, 
pre-owned and pre-loved 
clothing: @clothingxdana 

on Instagram!

Custom and premade bags: 
@tina2bag on Instagram!  
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